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fissure may be supposed probably to have occurred, and to ha-v left its  mark.    Outside of this margin, very distinctly inarkei radiating, brush-like striee are situated, and these seem to sho that, after some delay or modification which left the oval margi marked, the fissure had continued to advance outwards.     Th: wonderful miniature occurrence, seemingly of the same kind ( fracturing process as appears to have occurred in a large way an with multitudinous repetition in the rock of the Giant's Causewa itself, is not to be supposed to have any special connection, in virtu of locality, with the basaltic structure there.    The little bloc of ochre, though found near the Causeway, is not to be suppose to be part of a tiny column, such as those of the Causeway, an due to the same set of localized causes.   Its occurrence there, an its discovery there, must be attributed merely to casual coincidence; In respect to the manner in which the fissuring of the roc longitudinally into columns may be supposed to have occurrec the author drew special attention to distinctions in the circum stances, on the one hand, under which a tesselated  system c cracking can spread out over  an extensive surface  of mud 1 drying, as in cases  when the water  is drawn off from a poix having a smooth, muddy bottom, or under which tesselating crack often spread over the surface of the glaze of porcelain, or ove the varnish of terrestrial or celestial globes; and on tho othe hand, under which a fissure system can penetrate with columna configuration  through the interior of a mass of rock.    In th spreading of a  system  of tesselating cracks over a surface c shrinking mud, or over the glaze of porcelain—which, probabl; by penetration of moisture,   or from some other cause, may b supposed to swell more than the film of glaze on its surface cai endure—or over the varnish of a globe, it is usually to be notice< that a few long and often approximately straight or moderate!; curved  fissures  first break  out, and  that   other fissures  breal transversely to them, but generally or always stop on abutting against any previously formed fissure; and that the subdivisioi or tesselation may, by successive transverse cracks, each stopping against a previous one, be carried on more and more.    This i: exemplified in Fig. 14, p. 435, where the order of sequence o the successive breakages in many cases can readily be judged o by noticing that, when one crack abuts against another, whicl extends continuously across the point of abutment, the abutting